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Pigeon guillemots (Cepphus columba) have been used as an indicator species of nearshore ecosystem 

health in the Salish Sea for many years (Puget Sound Partnership www.psp.wa.gov/vitalsigns/birds.php).  

This monitoring effort was initiated on Whidbey Island back in 2009, expanded to South Puget Sound in 

2013, and a pilot project started in Clallam County in 2015.  All of these regional monitoring programs 

have continued as annual efforts. 

In 2018 over 50 people responded that they were interested 

in being citizen scientist volunteers for the pigeon guillemot 

monitoring project in Clallam County. This was through the 

combined recruitment campaigns of the primary co-sponsors 

(Clallam Marine Resources Committee and Olympic Peninsula 

Audubon Society) via their website announcements and from 

recruitment rosters at outreach events.  Thirty-one people, 

both new and returning volunteers, were able to make the 

half-day training session on May 31 at the Dungeness River 

Audubon Center (Table 1).  Govinda Rosling of the Guillemot 

Research Group was the primary trainer (Figure 1) and Ed 

Bowlby (Clallam MRC) coordinated and facilitated the event.  

A brief site visit to the Port Williams’ colony occurred 

immediately afterwards (Figure 2). 

Volunteers began monitoring colonies on June 11 and the last 

sessions ended on September 4.  Seven colony sites were 

monitored in 2018 (Figure 3).  Two were new sites (Mussel 

Beach and John Wayne Marina) and extra teams 

 were added to the largest and most complex colony at  

Port Williams to expand its coverage.   

Figure 1.  Govinda Rosling training volunteers at 

the Dungeness River Audubon Center. 

 



Table 1. Pigeon Guillemot Volunteers 2018 
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Figure 2.  Volunteer site visit to Port Williams. 

 

Figure 3.  Pigeon guillemot colony monitoring sites in 2018. 

Standardized protocols were followed (Appendix A) that included slight revisions from previous years to 

better accommodate population modeling by University of Washington PhD candidate Amanda Warlick.  



This regional collaborative effort included not only volunteer monitors in Clallam County, but also 

Whidbey Island and South Puget Sound.  Clallam field data sheets are shown in Appendix A. 

Clallam County’s citizen scientist volunteer hours in 2018 totaled 502.55 hours.  Also a student intern, 

Christopher Ries (Figure 4) assisted in coordinating volunteer effort and performing online data entry 

into the regional database, which can be accessed at:  http://pigeonguillemotdata.org/clallam/2018/  

Prey deliveries for colonies in Clallam revealed that 52% were gunnels/pricklebacks (Figure 5), 26% were 

sculpins, and 17% were in other categories. 

 

Figure 4.  MRC 2018 Christopher Reis at Port Williams’ pigeon guillemot colony. 

 

Figure 5.  Pigeon guillemots with gunnels/pricklebacks before delivering them to burrow chicks. 
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